
The Maya (Click for more detail) 

• We want to learn about their remarkable achievements, learn about their perspective of time, calendar system, maths and 
the environment. 

• They will be able to see the stark difference between their own history and that of the Maya. 

• It will encourage pupils to move away from the tendency in applying one’s own cultural values in judging the behaviours 
and beliefs of people raised in other cultures. Instead pupils will be aware of the different ways of doing things and the 
complexity of human life. 

• There will be opportunities to delve into an area of enquiry which will in turn develop their confidence as learner as they 
will present their findings to their class. 

• This topic will fulfil the values of developing creative, curious and critical thinkers. 

• Links with invaders and Egyptians. 

Preview: “Relevant stuff they will learn about in future”

Connect: Rainforest, Explorers, Egyptians  

https://www.henleazejuniorschool.co.uk/my-school/curriculum/learning-topics


Essential takeawaysSubject specific skills Cross curricular opportunities

• Where and when did the Maya live? 
• What was the Maya writing like?
• How did the Maya tell the time? 
• What numbers did the Maya use in maths? 
• Did the Maya play football like us? 
• How do we know about the Maya? 
• Independent investigations about possible 

subjects include: 
• City building 
• Beliefs 
• Inventions 
• Everyday life 
• Art and crafts 

Builds on: Prepares for:

Key vocabulary:
Stelae, civilisation, emblem glyphs, Hieroglyphics, calendar, validity, solar year, 
cacao beans, trade routes, pyramid, Tikal, Questzal

• Understanding/ creating/ sequencing 
timelines 

• Linking and comparing/ contrasting with 
other periods of history 

• Reflect on and compare belief systems –
compare Spanish invasion with Nazi 
Germany 

• Discuss validity of information – what 
misinformation may there be? 

• Use library and internet for research – e.g
independent group enquiry 

• Discuss the difficulty of accessing primary 
sources and reliability of secondary sources 
– fact checking e.g Why did the Maya empire 
disappear?  

Ancient Egypt (Y3), Ancient Influences (Y4) and Invaders (Y5) topic. 
Previous research skills. 

Secondary school independent enquiry projects. 

Geography – revision of the rainforest
Art – Maya masks, clay models of 
Stelae 
English – enquiry project, studying the 
alphabet 
Maths – calendar, how they used number 
PE – Maya football 
RE – learning about their belief system 

Significant people:
Jasaw Chan K’awiil, Chak Tok Ich’aak I, Jacinto Canek –
prominent rulers of the Maya  

The Maya 

https://www.henleazejuniorschool.co.uk/my-school/curriculum/learning-topics/year-3-summer
https://www.henleazejuniorschool.co.uk/my-school/curriculum/learning-topics/year-4-autumn
https://www.henleazejuniorschool.co.uk/my-school/curriculum/learning-topics/year-5-autumn
https://www.henleazejuniorschool.co.uk/my-school/curriculum/learning-topics

