


Welcome Students!

• Aims for the session

• New terminology/expectations for year 6.

• Your confidence level!

• Model some ways you can keep your child thinking about, and 
learning about, grammar at home.





Sentence, clause or phrase?
• A sentence is a group of words that makes complete 

sense, contains a verb and a subject,  begins with a 
capital letter and ends with a full-stop.

• A clause is a group of words that contains a verb 
(and usually other things too). A clause may form 
part of a sentence (a subordinate or sub-clause) or it 
may be a complete sentence in itself (independent 
clause).

• A phrase is a small group of words that forms a 
meaningful unit within a clause or sentence. It does 
not contain a verb.



Sentence types 

• Single clause sentences (simple 
sentence) 

• Compound sentence - there are 2 clauses that 
could be 2 stand alone sentences. There is a relationship between 
them but one isn’t influenced by or dependent on the other. They 
are equal in value and importance. 

• Multi clause sentence (complex 
sentence )there are 2 clauses but one part of the sentence 
has a complex relationship to the other part of the sentence. One 
of the clauses is dependent on the other – sometimes it could 
stand alone BUT it wouldn’t carry the same meaning 

The boy walked around New 
York. 

The boy walked around New 
York and he visited lots of 
amazing places. 

The boy walked around New 
York after landing at the 
airport. 











What does this look like in the test?



Phrases
A phrase does not contain a verb.

the fast, red, car on the road
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Noun Phrase
Shopping Game

car

a car
a red car
a sleek, red car
a sleek, red car on

noun
determiner

adjective
adjective
preposition
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In the SPAG test 

The bit around the noun and up to the verb



What is a 
noun?

A noun is the 
name of a person, 

place, animal, 
thing or idea.
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Common

Proper

Collective

Pronoun

Abstract
General things with no 

specific name

Ideas, concepts and 
emotions

Replaces the name e.g he, 
she, it, he, them

A group of nouns e.g bunch, 
colony, school

Specific name. Has a capital 
letter.



Collective

Pronoun

Abstract

Common General things with no 
specific name

Ideas, concepts and 
emotions

Replaces the name e.g he, 
she, it, he, them

A group of nouns e.g bunch, 
colony, school

Proper
Specific name. Has a capital 

letter.
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swan



running



Identify the nouns in the sentence

Amazingly, the colossal whale heaved 
its huge body out of the water.



Types of pronouns

Personal pronouns 
These take the place of common and proper nouns
I, me, we, us, you, she, her, him, it, they, them

Relative pronouns (now year 5)
These relate the subordinate clauses to the rest of the sentence
that, which, who, whom, whose, whichever, whoever, whomever

Possessive pronouns (now year 4)
These are used to show ownership
My, your, his, hers, its, our, your, their, mine, yours, his, hers, ours, yours, 
theirs



What does this look like in the test?



What is a 
verb?

A verb describes an 
action, state or 

occurrence.
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am               is           
are      was      

were   

Remember that these 
are all verbs.



For your subject knowledge 

• I run – simple present 

• I ran – simple past 

• I am running – present progressive

• I was running – past progressive 

• I have run and she has run – simple present perfect 

• I had run – simple past perfect 

• I will have run – simple future perfect 







Subject knowledge
The tense of a verb indicates the time at which 
an action takes place – whether in the present 
or past. With the help of auxiliaries it can tell 
you when and whether something happens. 

Spot the auxiliary and what it does 

She was running ; she will be running; she might 
run; she could run; she has been running 



Tenses in the test



Modal Verbs



You can never go wrong with a 
good song

grammar song mix up.mp4
grammar song mix up.mp4


Sing to the tune of an American roll call

Can and could and will 
and would 
May, might, must and 
shall and should
Modal verbs can make 
you thrive 
So you can fly instead of 
dive! 

(Search the internet for 
songs about all sorts of 
grammar!)



What does this look like in the test?



The subjunctive mood (tense) 

The subjunctive mood is the verb form used to express a wish, a 
suggestion, a command, or a condition that is contrary to fact.

•The hypothetical subjunctive (the were subjunctive): If I 
were to do that again, I would try harder.



What it looks like in the test



Past Progressive
Shows an action in the past. The tense is formed with 

a auxiliary verb and indicates duration or an 
incomplete action.

I was riding my bike last 
night.

I rode my bike.



Past Progressive
Which one is the past progressive and why?

I slept on the sofa last night.

I was sleeping on the sofa last 
night while the winds bellowed.



Past progressive in the test



What is an 
adverb?

An adverb modifies 
the verb. It explains 

when, where and how.



Mr Twit really should clean 
out his beard.

Identify the verbs and adverbs.



Is really really an adverb?!

• really adverb (NOT IMAGINARY) 

• in fact: He isn't really angry - he's just pretending. You don't really expect them 
to refuse, do you?

• used to say that something is certain: Thank you, but I really couldn't eat another 
thing. He's really going to do it this time.

• really adverb (VERY) 
• very or very much: She's really nice.This room is really hot.That's

really interesting.It's a really difficult decision."Did you like it? Not really (= no).’’

• REALLY IS AN ADVERB OF DEGREE- I want it…I really want it!

http://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/fact
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/angry
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/pretend
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/expect
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/refuse
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/certain
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/eat
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/time
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/nice
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/room
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/hot
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/interesting
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/difficult
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/decision


Adverbs of manner, place and time
(adverbs are single words, adverbials are phrases that act as an adverb)   

Adverb Adverbial phrase Adverbial clause

Manner 
(how)

Quietly On tiptoe Tiptoeing as softly 
as possible 

Time 
(when)

Later A few moments 
later 

After he had taken 
a little break ….

Place
(where – positional 
language)

There There in front of 
him 
In the tree 

Hiding in the tree 
Running ahead of 
him 

And also ….adverbs of degree (really hot) and  frequency (all the time, 
almost) 



What does this look like in the test?



Chuck the chimp/tortoise/chameleon/whatever!

• Start with an adverbial of 
place …..chuck the chimp and 
finish

• Start with an adverbial of 
time ….chuck the chimp and 
finish

• Start with an adverbial of 
manner ….chuck the chimp and 
finish 









What is a 
preposition?

A preposition tells you 
where and when 
something is in 

relation to its position 
and direction.

https://openclipart.org/detail/202345/arrow-spheres-multidirectional
https://openclipart.org/detail/202345/arrow-spheres-multidirectional
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCP6lv47fl8kCFUTAFAodniEO-A&url=http://freecoloringpages.co.uk/?q=prepositions worksheets&bvm=bv.107467506,d.d24&psig=AFQjCNFsSMdR1acd4FKECdcRoGBAhwlUzg&ust=1447859442203181
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCP6lv47fl8kCFUTAFAodniEO-A&url=http://freecoloringpages.co.uk/?q=prepositions worksheets&bvm=bv.107467506,d.d24&psig=AFQjCNFsSMdR1acd4FKECdcRoGBAhwlUzg&ust=1447859442203181


Identify the preposition

Lucy pushed her way through the wardrobe.



What does this look like in the test?



Happy Families

Find words 
around the 
room and put 
them under the 
correct word 
class.



Describe the sentence! 

Beegu was looking for her mum. 

Capital letter 
for a name 

(proper noun)
Auxiliary 

verb.

Action/main 
verb 

noun

Full stop at 
the end of 

the 
sentence.

Past tense (past 
progressive)

Adverbial 
phrase

One clause 
sentence



Read like a reader 

A bright bolt of lightening 
splits the dark and flickers 
over the skylight. 
Frank Einstein looks up 
from his work. He counts 
out loud. 
Craack boom! The sound-
wave vibration of the 
thunder rattles the old 
iron-framed windows of 
Frank’s workshop and 
science laboratory.



Spotting grammatical features you can 
teach and point out 

• Determiners – a, the

• Noun phrases 

• Present tense

• Proper nouns

• Adverbial phrases 

• Subject, object, verb 

• Pronouns

A bright bolt of lightening 
splits the dark and flickers 
over the skylight. 
Frank Einstein looks up from 
his work. He counts out 
loud. 
Craack boom! The sound-
wave vibration of the 
thunder rattles the old iron-
framed windows of Frank’s 
workshop and science 
laboratory.



Clauses
Main 

clause

Stand alone sentence that 
contains a subject and a 

verb

The cat curled up on the mat.

subject verb



Clauses
Subordinate 

clause

Is not a stand alone 
sentence. Does contain a 
subject and verb. Often 

starts with a conjunction.

After devouring the tuna, the 
cat curled up on the mat.

The main clause.

Subordinate clause



Clauses
Relative 
clause

Is not a stand alone 
sentence. Does contain a 
subject and verb. Starts 
with a relative pronoun.

The cat, who was licking his 
paws, was sitting on the mat.

The main clause.

Relative clause



Clauses
Relative 
clause

Is not a stand alone 
sentence. Does contain a 
subject and verb. Starts 
with a relative pronoun.

The cat, who was licking his 
paws, was sitting on the mat.

The main clause.

Relative clause



In the SPAG test 



In the SPAG test 



In the SPAG test 



Question types – grammar

• Spot/identify the grammatical feature e.g. find the adjective in the 
sentence

• Apply a grammatical feature e.g. change something from the past to 
the present tense

• Understand the purpose of a grammatical feature  e.g. before (prep) 
and before (sub conjunction)

• What I call the, ‘Does it sound right?’ question, testing Standard 
English 



SPAG also tests punctuation
• Commas in lists 

• Spotting a question mark is needed

• Apostrophes for contracted forms e.g. I’ll (I will) it’s (it 
is) 

• Apostrophes for possession. Be careful of the 
possessive pronoun, its e.g. The cat was beautiful. Its 
coat was grey.

• Deciding where to put a full stop (avoiding the comma 
splice) 

• Capital letters for names, places, days of the week 
(proper nouns) 



Questions from SPAG 



Questions from SPAG 



Questions from SPAG 



Over to the SATs...



































Online videos
e.g. using a colon and bullet points
• http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/zx

• YouTube,  Class Clips etc

• Consistency is key!

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/zx


Voice over …simple present swap to present 
progressive 

• https://www.youtube.com/watc
h?v=FMRQkruTFDQ

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FMRQkruTFDQ
Mother polar bear and cubs emerging from den - Planet Earth - BBC.mp4
Mother polar bear and cubs emerging from den - Planet Earth - BBC.mp4


Ellipsis…not just for a cliff hanger!

• Definition

• An ellipsis (plural: ellipses) is a punctuation mark consisting of three dots.

• Use an ellipsis when omitting a word, phrase, line, paragraph, or more 
from a quoted passage. Ellipses save space or remove material that is less 
relevant. They are useful in getting right to the point without delay or 
distraction:

• Full quotation: "Today, after hours of careful thought, we vetoed the bill."

• With ellipsis: "Today … we vetoed the bill."

• Although ellipses are used in many ways, the three-dot method is the 
simplest. Newspapers, magazines, and books of fiction and nonfiction use 
various approaches that they find suitable.



Ellipsis…

• Rule 2. Ellipses can express hesitation, changes of mood, suspense, or 
thoughts trailing off. Writers also use ellipses to indicate a pause or 
wavering in an otherwise straightforward sentence.

• Examples:
I don't know … I'm not sure.
Pride is one thing, but what happens if she …?
He said, "I … really don't … understand this."



Games that need children to explain

Children 
describe what 
they see using 

their SPAG 
knowledge.

Make a grammar based one!



• Many thanks for attending this workshop.

• Please complete the feedback form on your desk before 
leaving.


